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UKS2 NATIONAL CURRICULUM - Key stage 2 Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United 
Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant 
human and physical features. They should develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational 
and place knowledge. 

Skills Year 5 
 

Year 5/6 Year 6 

Area of Focus To explore the earth's extreme climates. 
To investigate rivers and the water cycle. 
To investigate and compare countries of 
North America. 

To identify and explore countries of Africa. 
To understand and explain the water cycle 
and compare water usage in the UK and 
Kenya. 
To investigate life in China. 

To locate the countries of South America. 
To Identify Britain’s natural resources and 
explain how they are used. 
To locate and describe key features of the UK. 

Location 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vocabulary 

 

To locate the worlds’ continents, countries, 
cities, seas, and oceans using coordinates, grid 
references and eight points on a compass. 
To locate areas of extreme climate. 
To locate areas affected by volcanoes and 
earthquakes. 
To locate major rivers. 
To identify countries of North America. 
 

 

To locate the worlds’ continents, countries, 
cities, seas, and oceans using coordinates, 
grid references and eight points on a 
compass. 
To locate and describe the location of key 
physical and human features. 
Locate major deserts of the world. 

 

To locate the worlds’ continents, countries, 
cities, seas, and oceans using coordinates, grid 
references and use eight points on a compass. 
To locate sources of natural resources in the UK. 
Locate the UK’s major rivers. 
 

Regions, Mediterranean, Marine, desert, 
Equator, latitude, location, longitude, 
northern hemisphere, boundary, The tropics 
and Cancer and Capricorn, River Nile, North 
America, Caribbean, Central America, Grand 
Canyon, Niagara Falls, Panama Canal, time 
zones. 

Regions, Mediterranean, Marine, desert, 
Equator, latitude, location, longitude, 
northern hemisphere, climate zones and 
biomes, boundary, Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, time zones, Sahara Desert, Gobi 
Desert, Arabian Desert, Arctic, and 
Antarctic desert. 

Regions, Mediterranean, Marine, desert, 
Equator, latitude, location, longitude, northern 
hemisphere, boundary, Climate zones and 
biomes, rainforest, The tropics and Cancer and 
Capricorn. 



Weather 
 
 
 
 
vocabulary 

To describe and compare the climates and 
weather of various places around the world. 
To explore and understand extreme climates. 
To understand and explain the water cycle. 
 

To describe and compare the climates and 
weather of various places around the world. 
To understand and explain the water cycle 
and compare water usage in the UK and 
Kenya. 
 

To describe and compare the climates and 
weather of various places around the world. 
To understand and explain the relationship 
between weather and renewable energy. 

Climate, Drought, Flood, Forecast, polar and 
equatorial climates, Climate, drought, 
extreme temperatures, erosion, deposition, 
global climate zones, climate patterns, 
Rainfall, water cycle, evaporation, 
condensation, precipitation, transpiration, 
infiltrations, runoff, water vapour. 

Monsoon, typhoon, flooding, hot and cold 
climate, arid climate, current river, Rainfall, 
water cycle, evaporation, condensation, 
precipitation, transpiration, infiltrations, 
runoff, water vapour. 

Wind turbine, solar energy, wind power, 
waterpower, hydroelectricity. 

Physical 
Features 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vocabulary 

To find out key physical features of volcanoes, 
earthquakes, and tsunamis. 
To explore the physical features of rivers. 
To explore Physical Features of North 
America. 

Explore human and physical features of 
Africa. 
To explore the physical features of rivers. 
To explore Physical Features of Africa and 
China. 

To explore the physical features of South 
America focusing on the major mountain range.  
To identify Britain’s natural resources and how 
they are used to produce energy. 
To describe major physical features of the UK. 
To compare hills and mountains and look at how 
mountains are formed, identifying key features. 
Explore the UK’s coastline, beaches, and inland 
areas. 
Learn about the UK’s key rivers and the journey 
of water. 

Gases, hot spots, landslide, magma, 
magnitude, mantle, plates, tectonic plates, 
biomes, Richter scale, hydro power, ice cap, 
source, stream, tributary, watershed, 
waterway, Current, estuary, flow, mouth, 
rapid, reservoir, source, stream, waterway, 
landscape, deltas, tributaries, meanders. 

Estuary, flow, mouth, rapid, reservoir, 
source, stream, beaches, waterfalls, 
waterway, source, stream, tributary, 
watershed, waterway, Current. 

Altitude, avalanche, crevasse, elevation, 
erosion, pass, range, ravine, globalisation, 
distribution, energy, minerals, coasts, grassland, 
mountain, ecosystem. 

Human 
Features 
 
 

To find out key human features of areas of 
extreme temperature. 
To explore how humans use rivers and the 
impact humans have on rivers such as dams. 
To explore human features of North America. 
 

To explore human features and human 
impact of rivers such as dams. 
To explore human features of Africa. 
To learn about China’s economic growth, 
tourism, and culture. 
Learn how water is used for power. 

To find out about the human geography of South 
America and trade and industry. 
To know where and how steel and glass is 
produced. 



 
Vocabulary 

Learn about apartheid.  

Blocked, flow, contained, energy, transport, 
energy, farming, leisure, Hoover Dam 

Land use, housing, population, retail, 
industry, tourism, urbanisation, industry, 
farming, Farmland, leisure, manufacture, 
art, architecture, religion, culture, 
transport, civilisation, cuisine, import, 
export, Blocked, flow, contained, energy. 

Land use, housing, population, retail, industry, 
tourism, industry, farming, transport, 
manufacture, consumer, producer, journey, 
production, processing, trade, import, export, 
packaging, education. 

Environmental 

 
 
 
 
Vocabulary 

To find out about the environmental impact 
of volcanoes, tsunamis, tropical storms and 
earthquakes, hurricanes and how they are 
affected by global warming. 
To find out the causes of river pollution and 
the effect on the environment. 

To explore the human impact on China’s 
physical geography. 
To learn about China’s economic growth, 
tourism, and culture. 
Learn how water is used for power. 

To understand how renewable energy 
contributes to a sustainable future. 
To look at the impact of steel and wood 
production. 

Deterioration of water quality, aftermath, 
animal habitats, drowning, chemical 
poisoning, explosions, fire, landslides, 
flooding, demolished, pollution 

Deterioration of water quality, sustainable, 
renewable, hydroelectric, hydropower, 
powered, generated. 

Sustainable, renewable, hydroelectric, 
hydropower, powered, generated. 

Geographical 
Skills and 
Fieldwork 
 
 
 
 

To introduce and begin to use eight compass 
points. 
To use letters and coordinates to locate 
human and physical landmarks. 
To spatially match places. To map boundaries 
on maps. 
Use graphs and charts to interpret and 
compare data. 
Use satellite images, aerial images, photos, OS 
maps and geographical sources. 

To introduce and begin to use eight 
compass points. 
To use letters and coordinates to locate 
human and physical landmarks. 
To spatially match places. To map 
boundaries on maps. 
Use satellite images, aerial images, photos, 
OS maps and geographical sources. 
Collect, record, and analyse – comparing 
locations using photos and maps. 
To begin to use six figure references. 

To introduce and begin to use eight compass 
points. 
To use letters and coordinates to locate human 
and physical landmarks. 
To spatially match places. To map boundaries on 
maps. 
Use satellite images, aerial images, photos, OS 
maps and geographical sources. 
Collect, record, and analyse – comparing 
locations using photos and maps. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vocabulary 

Collect, record, and analyse – comparing 
locations using photos and maps. 
To begin to use six figure references. 
To use digital maps and measuring tools. 
To draw to scale from given measurements. 
To draw a map from a description. 
To measure straight line distances on a plan. 
To find key places on different scale maps. 
To use the contents and index of an atlas. 
To use and create complex keys for maps. 

To use digital maps and measuring tools. 
To draw to scale from given measurements. 
To draw a map from a description. 
To measure straight line distances on a 
plan. To find key places on different scale 
maps. 
To use the contents and index of an atlas. 
To use and create complex keys for maps. 

To measure straight line distances on a plan. To 
find key places on different scale maps. 
To use the contents and index of an atlas. 
To introduce six figure grid references. 
To use and create complex keys for maps. 
To conduct an in-depth study of South America. 
To investigate a local body of water. 

latitude, longitude, Co-ordinates, Grid 
reference, key, points of compass, route, 
scale, eight compass points, compass rose, 
north, northeast, south, southwest, east, 
southeast, west, northwest, equator. 
Collect, record, analyse, data, source, 
compare, aerial photograph, satellite images. 

latitude, longitude Coordinates, six figure 
Grid reference, key, points of compass, 
route, scale, eight compass points, compass 
rose, north, northeast, south, southwest, 
east, southeast, west, northwest, equator. 
Collect, record, analyse, data, source, 
compare, aerial photograph, satellite 
images. 
Investigate. 

Latitude, longitude, Co-ordinates, six figure 
Grid reference, key, points of compass, route, 
scale, eight compass points, compass rose, 
north, northeast, south, southwest, east, 
southeast, west, northwest, interpret, illustrate, 
distribution. 
Collect, record, analyse, data, source, compare, 
aerial photograph, satellite images. 
Investigate. 

 

 

 

 

 


