
Geography Medium Term Planning Autumn 

 
Prior skills/knowledge/language New Skills Planning 

Autumn Where do I live? 

Year 1 

 EYFS-Explore the natural world around them, 
making observations and drawing pictures of 
animals and plants. 
-Know some similarities and differences 
between the natural world around them and 
contrasting environments, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been read in class. 
 - Understand some important processes and 
changes in the natural world around them, 
including the seasons and changing states of 
matter 
 

-To be able to name the 7 continents of the world. 
-To identify and locate physical and human features 
of the UK. 
-To locate countries in the UK, capital cities and key 
features. 
-To investigate their surroundings. 

1. Children will learn about the seven continents and five 
oceans of the world and identify each one on a world map 
2. Children will find out how the UK is split into four countries 
and that each country has its own capital city 
3. Children will learn about some of the human and physical 
features of each country and identify the flags. 
4. Children will identify the difference between villages, 
towns and cities, and learn what the terms ‘urban’ and ‘rural’ 
mean. 
5. Children will locate their school on a map and look at their 
surroundings (fieldwork opportunity). 
6. Children will consolidate their understanding of where they 
live. They will learn what an address is and why it is useful, 
before working out what their own address is. They can then 
answer the question, ‘Where do I live?’ in detail using 
everything they have learnt. 

 Map Makers 

Year 1/2 

EYFS-Explore the natural world around them, 
making observations and drawing pictures of 
animals and plants. 
-Know some similarities and differences 
between the natural world around them and 
contrasting environments, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been read in class. 
 - Understand some important processes and 
changes in the natural world around them, 
including the seasons and changing states of 
matter 
Y1 – To explore different types of weather in 
the UK. 
To learn the four seasons and key features of 
each one. 

-To locate countries in the UK, capital cities and key 
features. 
-To use information books/ internet 
-To use vocabulary bigger/smaller to compare 
objects and places. 
-To begin to use a compass and language relating to 
direction. 
-To begin to draw own maps and use own symbols 
-To investigate their surroundings. 
-To be able to use compass skills to navigate around 
a map 
-To use arial photos and plan perspectives 
-To design a map, referring to key human features. 
 
 

1. Ask the children, what is a map? What do we use them for? 
What do they show? Where do we find maps? Explain the use 
of a compass and the language used when describing 
direction.  
2. Ask the children how they think maps are made. How do 
map makers gather all the information? Explain to the 
children that it is an aerial view and explain what an aerial 
view/perspective is and how map makers use them. 
 3. Show the children the different maps of towns, pausing to 
look carefully at the details, using geographical language to 
read the maps. 
 4. Explain to the children that today they will be using the 
rough sketch they drew and the details they noted down to 
create a map of the surrounding area.  



To identify and locate physical features of the 
UK and a non-European country. 
To use information books/ internet 
To use vocabulary bigger/smaller to compare 
objects and places. 
To begin to draw own maps and use own 
symbols 
To investigate their surroundings. 
 
 

5. Ask the children, what do they think a human feature is? 
What do you think a physical feature is? 
 6. Discussing examples of different 3D maps, using 
geographical vocabulary. Explain to the children that they will 
be creating 3D maps of their own using the designs from the 
last lesson 

 Who Lives Here? 

Year 2 

Y1 – To explore different types of weather in 
the UK. 
To learn the four seasons and key features of 
each one. 
To identify and locate physical features of the 
UK and a non-European country. 
To use information books/ internet 
To use vocabulary bigger/smaller to compare 
objects and places. 
To begin to draw own maps and use own 
symbols 
To investigate their surroundings 
Y1/2 -To explore different kinds of weather 
and know the key features of each season. 
To locate and identify physical and human 
features of countries and cities around the 
world. 
-To locate and identify key features of 
beaches and coastlines. 
-To begin to draw own m aps and symbols. 
To investigate their surroundings. 
-To use compass skills to navigate around a 
map. 
 

-To locate continents and countries around the 
world. 
-To locate hot and cold area of the world. 
-To investigate, describe and compare different 
homes around the world. 
-To use information books and the internet. 
-To identify the impact people are having on the 
area (climate change). 

1. Children will find out who lives on the largest island in the 
world, Greenland. They will explore both the traditional and 
modern way of life for Inuit’s. 
2. Children will find out about the way of life of the Yanomami 
people in South America. They will explore their homes, the 
differing roles of men and women, the food they eat, and how 
they celebrate. 
3. children will learn about a nomadic way of life by exploring 
the lifestyle of those who live on the Mongolian grasslands. 
They will find out why they need to keep moving from place 
to place, and what their portable homes are like. 
4. Children will learn about the traditional way of life of the 
Maasai people in Kenya. They will explore what their villages 
are like, why their animals are so important to them, and 
other aspects of the Maasai culture 
5. children will explore the underground cave homes created 
by the Berber people in Tunisia. They will learn how they 
were built, and why people choose to live there 
6. Children will consolidate their knowledge about different 
homes by identifying them from the clues.  

 Countries of the World 



Year 3 

Y1/2 -To explore different kinds of weather 
and know the key features of each season. 
To locate and identify physical and human 
features of countries and cities around the 
world. 
-To locate and identify key features of 
beaches and coastlines. 
-To begin to draw own m aps and symbols. 
To investigate their surroundings. 
-To use compass skills to navigate around a 
map. 
Y2 To explore different types of weather in 
the UK and around the world. 
To learn the four seasons and key features of 
each one. 
To locate hot and cold area of the world. 
To identify, locate and compare the physical 
features of UK and a non-European country. 
To compare the physical and human features 
of settlements around the world. 
To locate countries in the UK, capital cities 
and key features. 
To use information books/ internet 
To begin to draw own maps and use own 
symbols. 
 

-To locate countries of the world using atlases and 
maps. 
-To be able to locate major capital cities and identify 
key human and physical features. 
-To identify key physical and human features of 
countries and capital cities around the world. 
-To use letters and co-ordinates to locate human and 
physical landmarks. 
-To use information books, maps globes and the 
internet. 
-To spatially match places. 
-To begin to understand scale.  
-To begin to understand more complex keys. 
-To present information using charts and graphs. 

1. Prior Learning – locating the UK on a world map. Children 
look at the countries and the capital cities. 
2. Children look at world maps and begin to locate the 
continents on a world map.  
3. Children consolidate their knowledge of continents by 
identifying and locating countries on a world map. 
 4. Children begin to identify the key physical and human 
features of each continent, exploring tallest mountains, 
longest rivers, hottest and coldest climates Children create 
charts and graphs depicting this information. 
 5. Children build on their map skills of locating countries and 
continents by moving no to be able to locate major capital 
cities of the world 
 6.Children will explore and identify the features of human 
and physical geography of certain countries and will present 
the information they have found out.  
7. Children will compare countries by looking at the 
similarities and differences between different countries. Post 
assessment. 

 Investigation India 



Year 3/4 

Y2 To explore different types of weather in 
the UK and around the world. 
To learn the four seasons and key features of 
each one. 
To locate hot and cold area of the world. 
To identify, locate and compare the physical 
features of UK and a non-European country. 
To compare the physical and human features 
of settlements around the world. 
To locate countries in the UK, capital cities 
and key features. 
To use information books/ internet 
To begin to draw own maps and use own 
symbol 
Y3 To locate countries of the world using 
atlases and maps and locate major capital 
cities. 
The discuss and explore extreme weather and 
explore the features of a volcano, compare 
area to a non-volcanic area. 
To follow and give 4 compass point directions. 
To use letters and co-ordinates to locate 
human and physical landmarks. 
To use information books, maps globes and 
the internet. 
To work out simple distances. 
To begin to understand scale.  
To begin to understand more complex keys. 
To present information using charts and 
graphs. 
 

-To locate countries of the world using atlases and 
maps. 

-To be able to locate major capital cities. 

-The explore mountain ranges, rivers, and major 
landmarks of a city (India). 

-To explore and discuss how humans use rivers. 
Explore the relationship of rivers and mountains. 
Learn about ancient Indian culture. 

-To compare the human and physical features of two 
cities (UK and India) 

-To follow and give 4 compass point directions. 
-To begin to use 8 compass points(Y4) 
-To use letters and co-ordinates to locate human and 
physical landmarks 
-Use satellite images, ariel images, photos, and 
geographical sources. 
-Collect, record, and analyse – comparing locations 
using photos and maps. 

1. Hold a class discussion and record what children know 
about monsoons, typhoons, and other natural disasters, on 
your whiteboard. 
Explain that areas in India experience monsoons and flooding 
in certain months of the year. This impacts their farmland and 
the people living in these areas. 
2. Explain to your class there are five different ways 
mountains can form. Fold mountains, fault-block, dome, 
volcanic and plateau. Show your children pictures of each. 
  Discuss the ways each type of mountain is formed with your 
children. Guess how many mountain ranges are in India? 
3.  Explain to your class what a river is and what it does. 
Discuss with your children where rivers start, how they flow 
and where they end. Does your class know what rivers are 
used for? Explain that rivers are used to carry water across 
land, provide a water supply for farms and to transport 
products to different towns.  Does India have any rivers? 
Explain to your class that India has many river systems due to 
the large number of mountain ranges in the country. Most of 
the major rivers begin in the Himalayas, Vindhya’s and 
Western Ghats Mountain ranges. 
4. What is the capital city of India? Has anyone in your class 
travelled to India and would like to share their experiences? 
Explain to your class that New Delhi is the capital city of India 
and discuss some key facts about New Delhi. Ask children to 
discuss the kinds of buildings and sights they might see in New 
Delhi. 
Explain to your class that Indian civilization is very old and the 
culture it has is one of the oldest on Earth. Show children 
some Indian symbols and ask if they have seen them before. 
There are many aspects that make up the Indian culture. Art, 
architecture, festivals, clothing, religion and cuisine are some 
aspects of the Indian culture. Explain to your children they will 
be looking at each of these in detail. 
5. Explain to your class they will be comparing India to the 
United Kingdom. Ask them to think about what might be 
similar and different. Show children a world map and ask 



them to locate the two areas. Which hemisphere are they in? 
What other countries surround them? 

 Where does our food come from? 

Year 4 

Y3 To locate countries of the world using 
atlases and maps and locate major capital 
cities. 
The discuss and explore extreme weather and 
explore the features of a volcano, compare 
area to a non-volcanic area. 
To follow and give 4 compass point directions. 
To use letters and co-ordinates to locate 
human and physical landmarks. 
To use information books, maps globes and 
the internet. 
To work out simple distances. 
To begin to understand scale.  
To begin to understand more complex keys. 
To present information using charts and 
graphs 
Y3/4 The explore mountain ranges, rivers, and 
major landmarks of a city (India). 
To explore and discuss how humans use rivers 
To find out about dessert formation, how 
deserts are used by people and the effects of 
desertification. 

1.To locate temperate climate zones, tropical 
climate zones and Mediterranean climate zones. 
2.The explore the physical features of temperate 
climate zones, tropical climate zones and 
Mediterranean climate zones, and their links to food 
production. 
3.To describe and understand key aspects of human 
geography, including economic activity, trade links, 
and the distribution of natural resources including 
food. 
4 To find out about the environments impact of food 
production. 
5. To introduce and begin to use 8 compass points. 
To use letters and co-ordinates to locate human and 
physical landmarks. 
To use scales to estimate distances. 
To begin to use 4 figure references. 
Use satellite images, ariel images, photos, OS maps 
and geographical sources. 
Collect, record, and analyse – comparing locations 
using photos and maps. 
 

1 To know where some foods originate and be able to locate 
the countries on a map.  To know and understand why food is 
transported by different methods. 
2. To begin to understand what food miles are.  To 
understand and be able to discuss the environmental impact 
of transporting food over ever-increasing distances. 
3.To know the journey of some foods from producer to 
consumer.  To understand that discharges and emissions 
from production, processing, and packaging, as well as 
transport contribute to ‘greenhouse’ gases. 
4. To understand what trade involves.  To know and 
understand the terms import and export.  To begin to 
understand how international trade can benefit richer 
countries and makes it difficult for poorer countries to escape 
from poverty. 
5. To know and understand what Fairtrade means and begin 
to understand that they, as shoppers, can make trade fairer. 
To know about some Fairtrade products and their journey 
from producer to consumer. 
6.  To work cooperatively to create an informative and 
persuasive presentation. To be able to use different methods 
to present their knowledge and understanding to a wider 
audience. 



To explore physical features of an Island 
(Republic of Madagascar) including its natural 
resources. 
 

 
Extreme Earth 

Year 5 

Y3/4 The explore mountain ranges, rivers, and 
major landmarks of a city (India). 
To explore and discuss how humans use rivers 
To find out about dessert formation, how 
deserts are used by people and the effects of 
desertification. 
To explore physical features of an Island 
(Republic of Madagascar) including its natural 
resources. 
Y4 The explore the physical features different 
climate zones and their links to food 
production. 
To explore layers of vegetation in a rainforest 
and find out why they are under threat. 
To describe and understand key aspects of 
human geography, including food production. 
. To introduce and begin to use 8 compass 
points. 
To begin to use 4 figure references. 
 

To locate area of extreme climate. 
To locate area effected by volcanoes and 
earthquakes. 
To find out key physical features of volcanoes, 
earthquakes, and tsunamis. 
To find out key human features of areas of extreme 
temperature. 
To find out about environmental impact of 
volcanoes, tsunamis, tropical storms and 
earthquakes, hurricanes and how they are affected 
by global warming. 
To introduce and begin to use 8 compass points. 
Use satellite images, ariel images, photos, OS maps 
and geographical sources. 
Collect, record, and analyse – comparing locations 
using photos and maps. 
To begin to use 6 figure references. 
 
 

1. To find out about the Earth’s climate and areas of extreme 
temperatures. Find areas with the hottest and coldest 
climate. 
2. To find out about the water cycle and the distribution of 
water across the world. Discus drought and the 
environmental impact. 
3. To find out about extreme weather conditions across the 
world. Look at the weather outside. Is the weather 
‘extreme?’. What do we mean by extreme weather? 
5. To find out about tsunamis and how they are caused. Look 
at case studies of recent Tsunami’s around the world and their 
impact. 
4. To find out about earthquakes and what causes them. 
Know how earthquakes are caused by moving tectonic plates 
and where they are most likely to happen.  What effect do 
you think earthquakes have on landscapes and people? 
6. To find out what volcanoes are and how they are formed. 
Investigate recent volcanic eruptions around the world and 
their impact. 

 
Exploring Africa 

 



Year 5/6 

Y3/4 The explore mountain ranges, rivers, and 
major landmarks of a city (India). 
To explore and discuss how humans use rivers 
To find out about dessert formation, how 
deserts are used by people and the effects of 
desertification. 
To explore physical features of an Island 
(Republic of Madagascar) including its natural 
resources. 
Y4 The explore the physical features different 
climate zones and their links to food 
production. 
To explore layers of vegetation in a rainforest 
and find out why they are under threat. 
To describe and understand key aspects of 
human geography, including food production. 
. To introduce and begin to use 8 compass 
points. 
To begin to use 4 figure references. 
Y5 The identify areas of extreme temperature 
and learn about the impact volcanoes, 
earthquakes, and tsunamis. 
To locate major rivers and understand and 
explain the water cycle. 
To locate and identify the physical and human 
features of North America. 
To introduce and begin to use 8-point 
compass points. 
To begin to use 6 figure grid references. 
To use more complex keys and maps. 

To identify where Africa is in the world. 
To understand and explain the water cycle and 
compare water usage in the UK and Kenya. 
Explore human and physical features of Africa. 
To locate and compare countries within Africa. 
Learn about apartheid.  
To introduce and begin to use 8 compass points. 
To use letters and co-ordinates to locate human and 
physical landmarks. 
To spatially match places. To map boundaries on 
maps. 
Use satellite images, ariel images, photos, OS maps 
and geographical sources. 
Collect, record, and analyse – comparing locations 
using photos and maps. 
To begin to use 6 figure references. 
To use digital maps and measuring tools. 
Carry out independent research. 
 
 

1. Children will locate Africa on a world map and 
recognise that the African continent is made up of 
54 countries. They will use compass-direction clues to identify 
and locate each country. 
2. Children will learn that Africa can be split into five different 
regions and identify which region various African countries 
are in. They will then identify Nigeria as being a country in 
western Africa, before finding out about the human and 
physical features of Nigeria. 
3. Children will identify the seven countries of northern Africa 
on a map, before exploring some general features of this area. 
They will then explore Morocco in more detail, looking at both 
human and physical features of the country. 
4. Children will identify the nine countries of central Africa 
and features common to this region, including the equatorial 
climate. They will then explore the Central African Republic, 
including exploring how and why a country rich in resources 
can be so poor. 
5. Children will identify the 18 countries of eastern 
Africa before looking at some photos of Tanzania to explore 
what this country is like. They will consider what can and can’t 
be learnt about a place from photos, before finding out more 
about the human and physical features of Tanzania. 
6. Children will identify the five countries of southern Africa 
before looking in more detail at South Africa, including a brief 
overview of apartheid. They will then focus on the physical 
features of South Africa, exploring the nine different biomes 
and South Africa’s biodiversity. 
 

 
South America 



Year 6 

Y5 The identify areas of extreme temperature 
and learn about the impact volcanoes, 
earthquakes and tsunamis. 
To locate major rivers and understand and 
explain the water cycle. 
To locate and identify the physical and human 
features of North America. 
To introduce and begin to use 8-point 
compass points. 
To begin to use 6 figure grid references. 
To use more complex keys and maps. 
Y5/6 To understand and explain the water 
and explore the physical features of rivers. 
Explore human and physical features of the 
UK and compare to countries around the 
world. 
To explore the human impact on China’s 
physical geography. 
To learn about China’s economic growth, 
tourism, and culture. 
Learn how water is used for power. 
 

-Locate countries in South America 
 -Explore climate zones and their features. 
 - Be able to use maps, grid references to locate 
mountain ranges.  
- Understand human/physical features focusing on a 
major mountain range.  
- Understand trades, imports and exports and 
benefits/disadvantages. 
 -Be able to carry out in depth country study 
=To use 8-point compass points. 
-To measure straight line distances on a plan. To find 
key places on different scale maps. 
 

1.  Identify South America as a continent and be able to 
recognise the countries that make it up. Discuss locations, size 
and languages. 
2. Use climate zone maps to investigate ones around the 
world. Use and recognise temperate, arid, and subtropical 
climate and discuss features. 
 3.  Look at mountain ranges, their features and how these 
are used by locals.  
4.  Compare and contrast human and physical features and 
make comparisons with their locality. 5.  Explore world trade, 
imports and exports and goods that come from South 
America.  
6.  Use previous knowledge to focus on one country in South 
America country and complete own research project. 

 


