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LKS2 NATIONAL CURRICULUM - Key stage 2 Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United 
Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant 
human and physical features. They should develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational 
and place knowledge. 

Skills Year 3 
 

Year 3/4 Year 4 

Area of Focus To locate the worlds’ countries and identify 
key physical and human features using. 
To learn about volcanoes. 
To learn all about life in Paris. 

To locate the worlds’ countries and identify 
key physical and human features.  
Explore the location, climate, and animals of 
Madagascar.  
To explore deserts. 

To understand where our food comes from. To 
discuss and compare features of a European 
country (Spain). To find out about rainforests. 

Location 
 
 
 
 
Vocabulary 

 

To locate the worlds’ continents, countries, 
cities, seas, and oceans using coordinates, 
grid references and four points on a 
compass. 
To locate key physical and human features. 

 

To locate the worlds’ continents, countries, 
cities, seas, and oceans using coordinates, 
grid references and begin to use eight points 
on a compass. 
To identify key landmarks. 
Locate major key deserts of the world. 

 

To locate the worlds’ continents, countries, cities, 
seas, and oceans using coordinates, grid 
references and use eight points on a compass. 
To identify key landmarks. 
To locate temperate climate zones, tropical 
climate zones and Mediterranean climate zones. 

Continent, country, city, Regions, 
Mediterranean, Marine, desert, ocean, 
Equator, northern hemisphere, southern 
hemisphere, Paris, Oceans, Hawaii. 

Regions, Mediterranean, Marine, desert, 
Equator, latitude, location, longitude, 
northern hemisphere southern 
hemisphere, boundary, India, Madagascar, 
endemic, New Delhi, Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn  

Regions, Mediterranean, Marine, desert, 
Equator, latitude, location, longitude, northern 
hemisphere, boundary, Climate zones and 
biomes, rainforest, The tropics and Cancer and 
Capricorn, Spain, Madrid. 

Weather 
 
 
 

To describe and compare the climates and 
weather of different places around the 
world 

To learn about monsoons and typhoons. To 
compare climates of different deserts. 
To find out about dessert formation and arid 
climates. 
 

To explore temperate climate zones, tropical 
climate zones and Mediterranean climate zones 
and their links to food production. 
To understand and describe the water cycle. 



 
 
vocabulary 

Climate, Drought, Flood, Forecast, polar 
and equatorial climates, seasonal weather, 
daily weather. 

Monsoon, typhoon, flooding, hot and cold 
climate, arid climate, current river. 

Rainfall, water cycle, evaporation, condensation, 
precipitation, transpiration. 

Physical 
Features 
 
 
 
Vocabulary 

To identify key physical features of 
countries and capital cities around the 
world. 
To identify physical features of Paris. 
 

To explore mountain ranges, rivers, and 
major landmarks of a city (India). 
Explore the relationship of rivers and 
mountains. 
To explore physical features of an Island 
(Republic of Madagascar). 

To explore, describe and compare physical 
features of two countries (UK and Spain).  
To explore layers of vegetation in a rainforest. 
 

Active, aftershock, Volcano, amplitude, ash 
cloud, core, crater, dormant, eruption, 
composite, shield, dome, tectonic plates, 
ring of fire, fault line, gases, magma, 
volcanic ash, lake, valley, cliff 

Estuary, flow, mouth, rapid, reservoir, 
source, stream, beaches, waterfalls, 
waterway, desert, mountains, fold 
mountains, fault-block, dome, volcanic, 
plateau, mountain ranges, Himalayas, 
Vindhya’s, Western Ghats, sand dunes, salt 
flats, pillars, and arches. 

Pyrenees, Mediterranean Sea, vegetation, 
canopy, tropical, temperate, ecosystem, dense, 
evergreen, coastlines, rivers, mountains, 
rainforest. 

Human 
Features 
 
 
 
Vocabulary 

To describe and compare human features of 
two cities. 

To describe and compare human features of 
two cities. 
To explore and discuss how humans use 
rivers.  
To find out how humans use deserts. 
To learn about the human geography of 
Madagascar. 

To explore, describe and compare the human 
features of two cities. 
To find out about settlements in a rainforest. 

Land use, housing, population, retail, 
industry, rural, urban, harbour, port, 
attractions, landmarks, Eiffel Tower, The 
Louvre, Notre Dame, Arc de Triomphe, 
culture, fertile soil, mining, flora, and fauna. 

Land use, housing, population, retail, 
industry, tourism, urbanisation, industry, 
farming, farmland, leisure, manufacture, 
art, architecture, religion, culture, water 
supply, transport, civilisation, cuisine, 
import, export. 

Land use, housing, population, retail, industry, 
tourism, industry, farming, transport, 
manufacture, art, architecture, religion, culture, 
consumer, producer, journey, production, 
processing, trade, import, export, packaging, 
Indigenous tribes, Yanomami tribe, 



Environmental 

 
 
 
 
Vocabulary 

To identify the environmental impact of 
volcanoes. 
To explore life in a volcanic area 

To find out the causes and effects of 
desertification. 
To learn about Madagascar’s natural 
resources. 

To find out about the environmental impact of 
food production and transportation. 
To find out why Rainforests are under threat. 

Destroyed vegetation, deterioration of 
water, aftermath, respiratory problems, 
natural disaster 

Destroyed vegetation, soil erosion, loss of 
biodiversity, drought, temperatures, 
wildfires, natural resources, inhospitable, 
human habitation, diamonds, salt, oil, 
desertification. 

Destroyed vegetation, logging, damning, mining, 
soya plantation, temperatures, wildfires, 
deforestation, food miles, greenhouse gases, 
trade, Fairtrade, poverty 

Geographical 
Skills and 
Fieldwork 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vocabulary 

To follow and give four compass point 
directions. 
To use letters and coordinates to locate 
human and physical landmarks. 
To use information books, maps, globes and 
the internet. 
To spatially match places. 
To create simple sketch maps. 
To work out simple distances. 
To begin to understand scale.  
To begin to understand more complex keys. 
To present information using charts and 
graphs. 

To follow and give four compass point 
directions. 
To begin to use eight compass points(Y4) 
To use letters and coordinates to locate 
human and physical landmarks. 
To draw maps and begin to use complex 
keys. 
To measure distances accurately. 
To spatially match places. To map 
boundaries on maps. 
Use satellite images, aerial images, photos, 
and geographical sources. 
Collect, record, and analyse – comparing 
locations using photos and maps. 
 

To work out simple distances. 
To begin to understand scale.  
To begin to understand more complex keys. 
To present information using charts and graphs 
To spatially match places. To map boundaries on 
maps. 
Use satellite images, aerial images, photos, OS 
maps and geographical sources. 
Collect, record, and analyse – comparing locations 
using photos and maps. 

latitude, location, longitude, co-ordinates, 
Grid reference, key, points of compass, 
route, scale, search bar, street view, zoom. 

Co-ordinates, Grid reference, key, route, 
scale, eight compass points, compass rose, 
north, northeast, south, southwest, east, 
southeast, west, northwest. 
Collect, record, analyse, data, source, 
compare, aerial photograph, satellite 
images. 

Co-ordinates, Grid reference, key, route, scale, 
eight compass points, compass rose, north, 
northeast, south, southwest, east, southeast, 
west, northwest. 
Collect, record, analyse, data, source, compare, 
aerial photograph, satellite images. 

 



 

 

 

 


