
Design Technology Vocabulary Progression 

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2  Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Key Skills  design 
designer 
materials tools 
construct  
 

design 
designer 
materials tools 
construct brief 
product 
evaluate 
problem-
solving  

design designer 
materials tools 
construct brief 
product 
evaluate 
problem-solving 
label 
technology  

design 
designer 
materials tools 
construct brief 
product 
evaluate 
problem-
solving label 
technology 
intended user 
annotated 
sketch 
component  

design 
designer 
materials tools 
construct brief 
product 
evaluate 
problem-
solving label 
technology 
intended user 
annotated 
sketch 
component 
design criteria 
computer-
aided design i 

design 
designer 
materials tools 
construct brief 
product 
evaluate 
problem-
solving label 
technology 
intended user 
annotated 
sketch 
component 
design criteria 
computer-
aided design 
cross-sectional 
diagram  

design 
designer 
materials tools 
construct brief 
product 
evaluate 
problem-
solving label 
technology 
intended user 
annotated 
sketch 
component 
design criteria 
computer-
aided design 
cross-sectional 
diagram 
exploded 
diagram 
innovation 

Construct  make cut join 
strong  

make cut join 
strong moving 
picture 
mechanism 
lever slider 
pivot construct 
structure 
bridge stable 
wheels axle  

make cut join 
strong moving 
picture 
mechanism 
lever slider 
pivot construct 
structure 
bridge stable 
buoyant water-

make cut join 
strong 
moving 
picture 
mechanism 
lever slider 
pivot 
construct 

make cut join 
strong 
moving 
picture 
mechanism 
lever slider 
pivot 
construct 

make cut join 
strong 
moving 
picture 
mechanism 
lever slider 
pivot 
construct 

make cut join 
strong 
moving 
picture 
mechanism 
lever slider 
pivot 
construct 



chassis slider  proof wheels 
axle body cab 
dowel gear  
chassis slider  

structure 
bridge stable 
buoyant 
water-proof 
wheels axle 
body cab 
dowel gear  
chassis slider 
lever fastener 
pulley moving 
part linkage 
fixed / loose 
pivot battery 
cell/bulb  
buzzer circuit  
motor switch  
wire 
hydraulics  

structure 
bridge stable 
buoyant 
water-proof 
wheels axle 
body cab 
dowel gear  
chassis slider 
lever fastener 
pulley 
moving part 
linkage fixed 
/ loose pivot 
net accuracy 
packaging 
shelf-appeal 
battery 
cell/bulb  
buzzer circuit  
motor switch  
wire 
hydraulics 

structure 
bridge stable 
buoyant 
water-proof 
wheels axle 
body cab 
dowel gear  
chassis slider 
lever fastener 
pulley 
moving part 
linkage fixed 
/ loose pivot 
net accuracy 
packaging 
shelf-appeal 
battery 
cell/bulb  
buzzer circuit  
motor switch  
wire capacitor  
light-emitting 
diode (LED)  
resistor  
transistor 
hydraulics 
triangulation 
strengthen 
reinforce 
architect 
CAMS  
 

structure 
bridge stable 
buoyant 
water-proof 
wheels axle 
body cab 
dowel gear  
chassis slider 
lever fastener 
pulley 
moving part 
linkage fixed 
/ loose pivot 
net accuracy 
packaging 
shelf-appeal 
battery 
cell/bulb  
buzzer circuit  
motor switch  
wire capacitor  
light-emitting 
diode (LED)  
resistor  
transistor 
hydraulics 
triangulation 
strengthen 
reinforce 
architect load 
transport 



monitor 
program 
CAMS 

Cooking and 
Nutrition  

ingredients 
healthy cook 
taste  

ingredients 
healthy cook 
taste chopping 
board hygiene 
chef peel 

ingredients 
healthy cook 
taste chopping 
board hygiene 
chef peel 
balanced 
nutritious 
appealing  

ingredients 
healthy cook 
taste chopping 
board hygiene 
chef peel 
balanced 
nutritious 
appealing 
utensils slice 
dice recipe 
texture  

ingredients 
healthy cook 
taste chopping 
board hygiene 
chef peel 
balanced 
nutritious 
appealing 
utensils slice 
dice recipe 
texture grown 
reared local 
producer 
seasonal 
produce 
dough knead  

ingredients 
healthy cook 
taste chopping 
board hygiene 
chef peel 
balanced 
nutritious 
appealing 
utensils slice 
dice recipe 
texture grown 
reared local 
producer 
seasonal 
produce 
dough knead 
cross -
contamination 
seasonality 
spices  

ingredients 
healthy cook 
taste chopping 
board hygiene 
chef peel 
balanced 
nutritious 
appealing 
utensils slice 
dice recipe 
texture grown 
reared local 
producer 
seasonal 
produce 
dough knead 
cross -
contamination 
seasonality 
spices 
deconstructed 
food cooking 
techniques 

Textiles  needle thread 
fabric 

needle thread 
pin fabric 
pattern piece 
running stitch  

needle thread 
fabric pin 
pattern piece 
applique 
embroidery  
running stitch 

needle thread 
fabric pin 
pattern piece 
applique 
embroidery  
running stitch 
textile 

needle thread 
fabric pin 
pattern piece 
applique 
embroidery 
running stitch 
textile 

needle thread 
fabric pin 
pattern piece 
applique 
embroidery  
running stitch 
textile 

needle thread 
faric pin 
pattern piece 
applique 
embroidery  
running stitch 
textile 



designer back 
stitch tension 
seam  

designer 
pattern pieces 
back stitch 
tension seam 
allowance 
fastener  

designer 
pattern pieces 
back stitch 
tension seam 
allowance 
fastener 
fashion 
designer 
ethical 
product  

designer 
pattern pieces 
back stitch 
tension seam 
allowance 
fastener 
fashion 
designer 
ethical 
product 
corporate and 
social 
responsibility 

 


